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Press Release of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union on its Field Mission 

to the Democratic Republic of Congo from 20 March to 23 March 2023  
 
Kinshasa, 20 March 2023: The Peace and Security Council (PSC) of the African Union (AU) is 

in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for a Field Mission from Monday, 20 March to 

Thursday, 23 March 2023, under the auspices of H.E. Ambassador Willy Nyamitwe, 

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Burundi to the AU, standing in for H.E. 

Ambassador Innocent Shiyo, the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tanzania to 

the AU and Chairperson of the PSC for March 2023.  
 

The Field Mission of the AU PSC is pursuant to its mandate as a standing decision-making 

organ for the prevention, management and resolution of conflict and its previous decisions 

adopted in various meetings on the situation in the DRC and the Great Lakes Region. 

Specifically, the PSC, at the level of the Heads of State and Government held on 17 February 

2023, on the margins of the 36th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union, dedicated to 

the Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework for the DRC and the Region (hereafter 

referred to as Framework Agreement) signed on 24 February 2013 in Addis Ababa, as well as 

the deployment of the East African Community Regional Force. 
 

The PSC is undertaking the Field Mission to obtain first-hand information regarding the 

situation in the DRC, with a particular focus on the developments in the eastern part of the 

country, to better inform its decisions on the required steps and interventions to support the 

Government and people of the DRC to address peace and security challenges more 

effectively. To do so, the PSC will engage various stakeholders in Kinshasa and Goma, 

including the Government of the DRC, at the National and Provincial Levels, African 

Diplomatic Corps represented in the Country, the United Nations Organization Stabilization 

Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO), Armed Forces of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) and the East African Community (EAC) Regional Force, 

Civil Society Organisations, Internally Displaced Persons and the International Community. 
 

The PSC remains faithful to the decisions made by the Heads of State and Government on the 

need to revitalise the 2013 Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework and the effective 

implementation of the Luanda and Nairobi processes. During this Field Mission, the PSC will 

reaffirm the unwavering commitment of the AU to respect the sovereignty, unity and 

territorial integrity of the DRC and its solidarity with the people and the Government of the 

DRC in their legitimate aspirations for peace, stability and socio-economic development.  
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